
 

 

NEWSLETTER                              MAY 2023   

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN   

What a great response to our April meeting and a warm welcome to those new members 
who joined us on the night. I do hope you will enjoy your membership. The presentation 
from Marianne and William Cartwright-Hignett was fascinating and I hope will tempt you to 
join our visit to Iford Manor Gardens (and Downside Nursery) on 28 June (booking form 
below). 

I do apologise if the poor sound system marred your enjoyment of the evening. The Town 
Council are finally trying to get to grips with the problem and have ordered some new mics 
which I very much hope will be in use for our May meeting. 

Thanks to everyone who bought along narcissi for the display table; we even had the 
added bonus of some fritillaries. They formed quite a talking point, which is what we were 
hoping for. The Display Table theme for May is simply, ‘flowers for a vase’. 

I am getting itchy feet for warmer weather and thinking about planting up containers, so 
am really looking forward to Andy McIndoe’s presentation on 10 May – he is an excellent 
speaker. 

Our first trip of 2023 to Forde Abbey was most successful, and enjoyed by all who went. 

Please remember if you are bringing plants to the Plant Sale on Saturday 13th May that 
plant pots are clean and all leaves and wildlife are removed before they come to us and 
are clearly labelled! 

Marlborough Library: A gardening resource on your doorstep This year MGA is 
collaborating with Marlborough Library. The library has recently purchased a wide selection 
of new gardening books which will be available. From 6 - 20 May some of them will form a 
display when the Gardening Association and most especially the Plant Sale will be 
promoted. The new book titles include wild gardens, making wildlife ponds, edible 
gardening, as well as books looking at resilient and sustainable gardens, very apt with our 
changing climate. 

I wonder how often you visit the library or even if you are a member? Do remember it is a 

fantastic free resource on your doorstep. To join all you need is some ID which includes 
your name and address https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries-join-the-library.  Library 
membership now includes free access to their elibrary where ebooks, eaudio and 

emagazines can all be borrowed. The emagazine stock includes titles like Gardener’s 
World which might be of particular interest! 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1302/eBooks-eAudiobooks-and-eMagazines 

Do you use Facebook? Sadly, our member who used to paste news about MGA on 
Facebook is no longer around to support us, so I wonder if another member is in a position 
to help us?  Sadly, our committee members aren’t Facebook users.  If so, please let the 
editor know, or catch any committee member at the next meeting.  Thank you.  

Miranda Gilmour 

THE NEXT MEETING  

Wednesday 10 May 2023: Please note that for this and future meetings we will open 
the doors a bit earlier at 6.45pm, to allow members to mingle and chat with a free 
cuppa, and buy some raffle tickets, before the speaker starts at 7.30pm.   

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries-join-the-library
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1302/eBooks-eAudiobooks-and-eMagazines


The Speaker for May 10th is ANDY McINDOE, with the subject of "Permanent & Seasonal 
Planting for Pots and Containers". 

Andy’s last visit was in April 2018.  He has over 40 years experience in retail and 
production horticulture and is and author and regular contributor to magazines, blogs, and 
BBC Radio. 

During his long career with Hilliers Nurseries he was responsible for the development 
of the Company's chain of garden centres and 25 consecutive Gold Medal winning 

exhibits at the Chelsea Flower Show. 
Jan Lillywhite 

 

MGA ANNUAL PLANT SALE: SATURDAY 13 MAY 

Only two weeks to go until our yearly fund raiser!  The plant sale starts at 9.30 in the Town 
Hall.  There is always a queue – so get there early!  And don’t forget that it is cash sales 
only. 

Please do your best to donate plants and make this a great success. You can deliver them 
to the Town Hall on Friday 12th between 6pm and 8pm. There will be plenty of us there to 
help you to quickly unload so that parking is not a problem.  If you can’t make that date, 
and aren’t able to drop your plants off to another member to bring, then please give me a 
ring on: 01672 512371.  If you are able to help on either Friday evening or Saturday on the 
day, then please give Heather a ring on 07913 336930.  

We would love donations of shrubs, perennials, annuals, fruit bushes, tomato and 
strawberry plants, vegetable plants and houseplants. Please label everything clearly and 
give an indication of height and flower colour if appropriate. We would also appreciate it if 
your plants were in clean pots!   Thank you. 
Dorothy Aitcheson 

 

GARDEN LINK: LOCAL RESOURCE FOR GARDENING ADVICE AND 
SUPPORT ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Our new Garden Link initiative is off to a roaring start.  We have had a few requests for 
help, and 2 satisfied customers.  Please do make the most of this; have a look on the 
website, and get in touch with Anna or Lesley with providing, or asking for, help. 

Call for help 

Ann has a south facing garden and is desperate for ideas for making a border in dry shade 
cast by both enormous mature trees and a boundary hedge well over 9 feet tall.  
 
Satisfied customers 

We are excited to report our first exchanges. Anna hopes to be developing a new 
courtyard garden and visited Sue as our first Garden Link meet up. Afterwards Sue 
commented, ‘Our garden comprises two separate 'courtyards', linked by the same style of 
hard landscaping. I know Anna found the visit helpful. It was an enjoyable experience and 
it was interesting to see our garden through someone else’s eyes. I hope this new MGA 
programme flourishes.’  

Our second visit was to Lesley’s garden. Jenny, faced with a blank rear garden was 
looking for design ideas. Jenny said ‘I enjoyed discussing ideas with a knowledgeable 
gardener. We looked at ways to disguise boundary fences, drawing the eye down the 
garden and the way paths connect focal points. As we have recently moved into the area it 
was particularly useful that Lesley could recommend a landscaping firm to construct raised 
beds.  I hope others will find Garden Link as useful as I have.’ 



 
We’ve added pests and diseases, making leaf mould and a worm bin to the list on our 
website. www.marlbga.org.uk  

If you’d like to get in touch, please call Lesley on 540180 or Anna on 514366. 
Lesley Andrews

 VISIT TO ILFORD MANOR GARDENS AND DOWNSIDE NURSERIES 
- WEDNESDAY 28th JUNE  2023 

This is a repeat of the information given in the April newsletter 

We will be visiting Iford Manor Gardens, one of the well-known gardens created by the 
architect and garden designer Harold Peto. Peto first visited Iford House in 1898 and the 
following year bought it and lived there for the rest of his life.  He re-designed and 
expanded the garden, which included incorporating the many artefacts he had collected 
from his extensive travels abroad.  

The property is on a hillside so there are quite a lot of steps and slopes to negotiate, but 
plenty of seats dotted about provide rest and some wonderful views across the valley. 
We aim to arrive before 10am when we will gather on the bridge at the front of the Manor 
for a brief introduction to Iford.  At 10.15am we will be able to enjoy the garden until 
12.00pm when we will reconvene back on the bridge prior to our visit to the walled garden 
(which is only open to groups).   

There is a small café which serves light snacks and drinks.  If, however you wish to use 
the restaurant, please ensure you book beforehand, allowing sufficient time for your meal 
before the coach leaves. https://www.ifordmanor.co.uk/restaurant 

While picnics may not be eaten in the garden, there is space overlooking the river Frome, 
opposite the Manor. I suggest you bring something to sit on. 

We will leave Iford Manor at 2.15pm when we will travel a couple of miles up the road to 
visit Downside Nurseries.  The Young family have run this traditional nursery for over 50 
years. It stocks a wide range of herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees, as well as bedding 
plants, many of which are grown on-site. Arrive ready to have a good wander about as 
when I last visited there were a very wide variety of plants and difficult decisions to be 
made! Do remember to come armed with bags to take any plants home! 

There is a loo at Downside, but no refreshments. Access is flat. 

We will leave the nursery at approx. 3.45pm, arriving back in Marlborough at 5,00pm 

and Ogbourne St Andrew shortly afterwards. 

The cost will be £ 29.00 

Travel times and places: 
Pick up Ogbourne St Andrew at 8.30 am at the bus stop opposite the Silks on the 

Down (please indicate on the booking form if you wish to be picked up here). 
Pick up High Street, Marlborough (outside the Jubilee Centre) 8.40 am. 
Miranda Gilmour 
 

ONLINE GARDENING CLUB: https://tendershoots.uk/ 
 
You may be interested in an online network resource for garden clubs, run by an 
enthusiastic young gardener Indy near Birmingham, which includes talks, sharing tips and 
advice.  
Deirdre Watson  

 

http://www.marlbga.org.uk/
https://www.ifordmanor.co.uk/restaurant


NGS OPEN GARDENS IN MAY 

As Spring comes upon us, more NGA gardens are opening.  Here are a few in Wiltshire, 
not too far from Marlborough - mostly near Devizes.  Have a look at the NGS website   
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk   for directions and more information. 
 

Saturday 6th 

Wellaway (and 7th May) 
Close Lane, Marston, SN10 5SN. Mrs P Lewis. 5m SW of Devizes.  
Adm £6, chd free. Home-made teas. 
2 acre flower arranger’s garden comprising herbaceous borders, orchard, vegetable 

garden, ornamental and wildlife ponds, lawns and naturalised areas.  
 

Saturday 13th 

Julia’s House Children’s Hospice 

Bath Road, Devizes, SN10 2AT. Nicky Clack. (10-4). Adm £4, chd free. Home- 
made teas. Refreshments and plants in aid of Julia’s House Children’s Hospice. 
Julia’s House Children’s Hospice provides respite care for children with life-threatening or 
limiting conditions. Our garden has been designed so the children can experience and 

enjoy different sensory elements and is cared for by our volunteer gardeners. Explore how 

our children use the garden. Hospice tours will be available. 
 

Wick Lane, Devizes, SN10 5DR. Teresa Garraud. (12-5), Adm £5, chd free. An 
atmospheric and very long town garden. Densely planted with both pots near the house 
and large borders further up, it houses a collection of beautiful and often unusual plants, 
shrubs and trees many with striking foliage.  
 

1a Coxhill Lane, Potterne, Devizes, SN10 5PH. Linda Smith. Coxhill Lane is opp George 
& Dragon pub. (12-5). Adm £5, chd free. Home-made teas. Open nearby 1 Southview. 
Trymnells is a relatively new garden, now maturing and has many trees, shrubs, hedges 
and perennials.  
 

Sunday 21st 
Twigs Community Garden 

Manor Garden Centre, Cheney Manor, Swindon, SN2 2QJ. TWIGS, 01793 523294, 
twigs.reception@gmail.com, www.twigscommunitygardens.org.uk. (12-4). Adm £4, chd 
free. Home-made teas. For other opening times and information, please phone, email or 
visit garden website. Delightful 2 acre community garden, created and maintained by 
volunteers. Features inc 7 individual display gardens, ornamental pond, plant nursery, Iron 
Age round house, artwork, fitness trail, separate kitchen garden site, Swindon beekeepers 
and the haven, overflowing with wildflowers.  
 

Friday 26th 

New Eastwell Manor 

Eastwell Road, Potterne, Devizes, SN10 5QG. Mr & Mrs Robert Hunt-Grubbe. (1.30-5). 
Adm £8, chd free. Home-made teas. Refreshments in aid of St John’s Ambulance. 
Eastwell Manor was built by the family in 1570 and is representative of a small manorial 
estate with its own brew house, granary and stables.  
 

 

 
The deadline for copy for the May Newsletter is 23 May 2023.  Please send contributions to 
dwatsonweavers@gmail.com 

https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/
mailto:dwatsonweavers@gmail.com


BOOKING FORM 

VISIT TO IFORD MANOR GARDENS AND DOWNSIDE NURSERIES 

WEDNESDAY 28th JUNE 2023 

 

Name …………………………………………….……………………...……………… 

 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Email ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Mobile No: …………………………………………………… (please bring it with you) 

 

Name of next of kin……………………………………………………………………. 

 

Their contact telephone number(s)…………………………………………………… 

 

I would like to be picked up at Ogbourne St Andrew (please tick here) 

 

Cost £ 29.00 per person 

 

Please return this form indicating how payment has been made to arrive no later than 

Friday 16th June 2023 

 

If possible, please pay by bank transfer and email your completed form to  

schofielddeborah1@gmail.com completing the declaration below: 

 

I have used internet banking & transferred £……………. to Marlborough Gardening 

Association, sort code 30-91-99 Account no. 68746860 PLEASE ENSURE YOU PUT 

YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE so that we know you have paid. 

 

OR 

 

If paying by cheque please send to: Debs Schofield, 68 Five Stiles Road, Marlborough, 

SN8 4BE or at an MGA meeting, completing the declaration below. 

 

I enclose a cheque for £ …………. made payable to Marlborough Gardening Association. 

 

mailto:schofielddeborah1@gmail.com

