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NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER
THE ART & SCIENCE OF COMPOST MAKING
SPEAKER: LOIS PHILLIPS
Venue: Christchurch Wesley Hall, Oxford Street, Marlborough.
Lois is an Environmental Science Graduate from London University, a member of the Institute
of Professional Soil Scientists and of the British Society for Soil Science. Her early career was
in agricultural research and more recently into advisory, training and teaching roles. Her
mission is to get people to appreciate the wonderfully diverse habitat of the soil. Lois is a keen
gardener and lives with her partner and two dogs.
Lectures are free to members and there is no need to book. They are also open to
non-members and a donation is appreciated. Tea and biscuits are served before the talk so
come early to chat to friends and buy some raffle tickets. Garden related offerings for the
raffle – plants, books, seeds - are always much appreciated.
SEPTEMBER TALK
AUTUMN FLOWERING PERENNIALS by ROSY HARDY
It was standing room only for Rosy Hardy's return visit on 12 September.
Now recognised as one of the UK's leading plantsmen's nurseries, Hardy's Cottage
Garden Plants was founded by Rosy Hardy in 1988. She explained,"We are a
small independent nursery based in the beautiful Hampshire village of Freefolk,
near Whitchurch. Today we stock over 1,200 plant varieties, including many rare
and exciting species you'll simply not see in your average garden centre."
Rosy's success can be measured by the 23 RHS Chelsea Gold Medals
awarded over the past 20 years. The good news is that she has an excellent
website where you can browse and buy : www.hardysplants.co.uk There is a Click
& Collect service or plants can be sent by mail order.
Surrounded by her selection of colourful autumn flowering perennials, Rosy
introduced her favourites and gave us detailed growing instructions and useful tips:
"Bury your labels under the plant, that way you won't lose them".
She
recommended
Anemone Dreaming Swan, a clump forming anemone with a very long flowering
period from June to late autumn; unlike other Japanese anemones it doesn't travel
round the garden.
There's a good Persicaria for smaller gardens that grows in dry shade.
Perovskia Little Spire is a useful miniature, as is the small Eupatorium
maculatum Red Dwarf.
As members swarmed to buy Rosy's plants at the end of the evening, it's nice
to think that Marlborough's gardens will be enriched by her beautiful perennials for
many years to come.

DAFFODILS FOR MARLBOROUGH
Tricia Hayllar writes: The Committee has been considering ways in which the Gardening
Association might use some of its funds for the benefit of the town. We decided that
planting some more daffodils on the banks on the Swindon Road, near the Golf Club,
would improve the approach to the town and thereby benefit the community. The existing
bulbs are getting old and many are now blind and so we plan a more naturalistic wave of
planting along the bank. We have been in discussion with the Town Council and their
Estate Manager and hope that their approval will be given shortly. I am therefore alerting
members that there may be a call for volunteers to assist with planting, probably at the end
of October or beginning of November. I hope to have more details at the next meeting on
October 10th.
IN YOUR GARDEN IN OCTOBER
Clear the beds of summer flowers and plant spring-flowering bulbs and bedding
plants: daffodils, wallflowers, forget-me-nots, polyanthus and primroses.
Start lifting, dividing and replanting hardy perennials that need this attention.
Lift & store dahlia tubers when the tops have been killed by frost.
Gather all fallen leaves for for leafmould; store in hessian bags until next year.
Sow sweet peas in small pots or boxes and germinate in a greenhouse or cold
frame.
Place greasebands on the stems of fruit trees to trap the female winter moths as
they ascend the trees.The stakes which support standard tress should be treated
similarly. Remember, you get 10% off all purchases at TH White on production of
your card.
After this summer's drought, repair worn patches on the lawn by returfing or sowing;
protect from birds and keep well watered until established.
Gather and store in a frostproof shed all except the very latest apples and pears;
wrap each fruit in newspaper and put into a cardboard box lined with a plastic bag.
Gather green tomatoes for ripening indoors or lay the plants on straw and cover
with cloches.
Pot up any tender summer bedding (pelargoniums etc) and half hardy shrubs that
will need to be overwintered under glass.
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